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Press Release
Marine Elite Force launched for Chennai Coast

Reaffirming its commitment to marine conservation, the Government of Tamil
Nadu has established a Marine Elite Force for the Chennai coast with an initial
budget allocation of Rs.96 lakhs. The initiative was announced by the Hon'ble
Minister for Forests during the Budget Session 2025-2026 in the Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly on 28.03.2025.

The Marine Elite Force, constituted under the Chennai Wildlife Division, will
function as a specialized unit for coastal patrolling, surveillance, and enforcement in
ecologically sensitive marine habitats. The Force will focus on protecting endangered
marine species, particularly the olive ridley turtle, and other protected marine fauna
while enforcing the provisions of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

Regular patrolling will be undertaken along the Chennai coast, especially
within five nautical miles from the shoreline, with zero tolerance towards illegal
fishing and wildlife crimes. Special surveillance will be carried out during the critical
nesting and hatching season of Olive Ridley turtles from November to April, along
with rapid response mechanisms to address injuries and mass casualties of the
marine species.

Each boat comprises of 12 personnel including a Forester, Forest Guards,
Marine Watchers, Marine Boat Drivers and headed by a Forest Range Officer
ensuring an effective mix of field supervision, enforcement and marine operational
expertise.

To strengthen operational capacity, modern patrol boats, underwater drones
for deep-sea surveillance, and body-worn cameras have been provided. The Force
has also been equipped with advanced communication, safety, and field-operation
equipments to ensure effective coastal protection.

Personnel of the Marine Elite Force are from the fishing community,
leveraging their traditional knowledge of the marine environment. They have
undergone specialized training in marine ecosystem monitoring, species
identification, and operation of advanced surveillance equipment.

The Marine Elite Force was formally inaugurated on 18.12.2025 by the
Hon’ble Minister for Forests and Khadi, Thiru. R.S. Rajakannappan, in the presence
of the Additional Chief Secretary to Government, Environment, Climate Change and
Forests Department, Tmt. Supriya Sahu, |.LA.S., the Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests (Head of Forest Force)Thiru. Srinivas R.Reddy, IFS, the Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests and Chief Wildlife WardenThiru. Rakesh Kumar Dogra, IFS
and other senior officials from the Forest, Fisheries, Tamil Nadu Coastal Security
Group, Indian Coast Guard, and other stakeholder departments.
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